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CITATION STYLE MANUALS 
 
There are a variety of popular styles for citing references in a bibliography, 
including: MLA, AMA, APA, NLM, and others.  Below we have provided common 
examples of AMA, which Dr. Walsh prefers. Please note that the Library always 
highly recommends consulting your instructors and department to determine 
which citation style they require.  Style manuals are available in the Reference 
area and on the Internet, including: 
 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers: 6th Edition 
 Behind Reference Desk: WZ 345 M685 2003 
 
Electronic Styles: A Handbook for Citing Electronic Information  
 Behind Reference Desk:  T 11 L693e 1996 
 
National Library of Medicine Recommended Formats for Bibliographic Citation  
Reference Area:  WZ 345 P314n 1991 
Supplement 
Reference Area: WZ 345 P314n 2001     
 
American Medical Association Manual of Style 
Reference Area: WZ 345 A511 1998 c. 2 
 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association 
Reference Area:  WZ 345 P976 2001 
 
Citation Guides for Electronic Documents 
http://www.ifla.org/I/training/citation/citing.htm  
 

 
CITATION EXAMPLES 

 
WEB SITES 
AMA citation for a Web site: 
 
National Cancer Institute. Underlying mortality data provided by National Center 
for Health Statistics. Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/. Accessibility verified 
September 20, 2005. 
 
 

Note: Please consult with your instructors and departments to determine which style 
citations are preferred.  

http://library.bu.edu/search/lWZ+345+P314n+2001/lwz++345+p314+n+2001/-2,-1,,B/browse


NOTE:  Do not site the path (i.e., MEDLINEplus, Google, etc.).  Instead site the 
original source, regardless of the path that you used to find the site. 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES  
 
AMA citation for a journal article: 
 
From print sources:  
One author: 
Spencer J. Physician, heal thyself – but not on your own please. Med Educ. 
2005; 89: 548-9.  

 
Two or more authors, but less than six: 
Salwachter AR. Freischlag JA. Sawyer RG. Sanfey HA. The training needs and 
priorities of male and female surgeons and their trainees. J Am Coll Surg. 2005; 
201: 199-205.  
 
More than six authors:  
Fukushima H, Cureoglu S, Schachern P, et al. Cochlear changes in patients with 
type 1 diabetes mellitus. Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2005; 133: 100-6.   

 
From an electronic source:  
Thorpe KE, Florence CS, Howard DH, Joski, P. The rising prevalence of treated 
disease effects in private health insurance spending. Health Aff (Millwood). doi 
10.1377/hlthaff.w5.317. Published online June 27, 2005. Available at: 
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/abstract/hlthaff.w5.317. Accessibility 
verified September 20, 2005.  

 
BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS  
 
AMA citation for a book: 
Brunton, LB, Lazo, JS, Parker, KL, eds. Goodman & Gilman’s The 
Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics. 11th ed. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill; 
2005.  
 
AMA citation for a book chapter: 
O’Brien C. Drug addiction and drug abuse. In: Brunton, LB, Lazo, JS, Parker, KL, 
eds. Goodman & Gilman’s The Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics. 11th ed. 
New York, NY: McGraw-Hill; 2005: 607-629.   
 
STAT!REF 
 
STAT!-Ref book chapter: 
Falk, E. & Fuster, “Atherogenesis and its determinants.” Hurst’s the Heart, 
http://online.statref.com/document.aspx?DocID=1030&StartDoc=1030&EndDoc=
1346&FxID=67&offset=7&level=1&State=False&Local=True&SessionID=17D9D

Note: Please consult with your instructors and departments to determine which style 
citations are preferred.  



7HKSOYVRVJL& [Date accessed: 2005 Sept. 20] In STAT!Ref Online Electronic 
Medical Library [online database]. Jackson, WY, Teton Data Systems, 2004.
 
UP-TO-DATE 

Cite the UpToDate topic review as a chapter in a book titled UpToDate, edited by 
Burton D. Rose, published by UpToDate in Waltham, MA.  As a CD-ROM or 
online service, there are no page numbers to cite.  Since UpToDate is released 
every four months, the publication year for any topic review should be the current 
year. 

Basic Format: 

Marcus, EN. Jellyfish stings. In: UpToDate, Rose, BD (Ed), UpToDate, Waltham, 
MA, 2005.  

Nieman, LK, Kovacs, WJ. In: Pharmacological use of glucocorticoids. UpToDate, 
Rose, BD (Ed), UpToDate, Waltham, MA, 2005. 

Please note that Up-To-Date also includes references to journal articles at the 
end of each topic section.  If you use one of those journal articles, please site 
that article NOT Up-To-Date. 
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Note: Please consult with your instructors and departments to determine which style 
citations are preferred.  


