
Sample Recruitment Script for 

Investigator Initiated In-person Contact

Note to investigators- this is a template. It contains the four major points to be addressed. Please draft a script that contains the details of your study using this template.  The sample text will have to be modified to fit your study.  Attach your script in Section S of INSPIR, or with your WIRB Recruitment Plan. (For more about recruitment see Dec. 2007 CR Times Feature Article.)
1. Introduction of Investigator or Research Assistant  
Excuse me, sir/ madam   OR 

 Excuse me, Mrs. Smith ?   

· (confirm that you have the correct person if you are contacting a specific patient or potential subject)
Do you have a minute?  My name is _____________.   
I am a [nurse, physician, study coordinator] at [Boston Medical Center, Boston Universit,  XXX community health center, etc. ]  and I am working on a  research study with  [name the PI]. 
You received information about this study in/ from ________________
[describe how and when, i.e. in your admission packet the day you came to the hospital,  from the brochure the admission nurse gave you, from your doctor during your pre-op visit yesterday, etc. ] 
2. Immediate opportunity to opt-out

I’m here to follow up on ________[the brochure, the flyer,  the conversation with your doctor, etc.]  and to see if you are interested in hearing more about our study.  Is it OK for me to continue? 
· If individual says “no, not interested”  = stop, say thank you but do not continue. 

· If he/she says yes, then continue or make plans to revisit at a more convenient time. 
3. Make a BRIEF statement about why he/she was selected.  Make sure the individual understands that this    research is separate from his/her clinical care.  For example:

· Example: I’m approaching you to see if you’d like to be in the study.  This study is not part of your or your baby’s care or treatment here at BMC. There is nothing in particular about you, personally, that made me ask you to participate. We are approaching every mother whose baby is in the NICU.  This research is separate from the care you and your baby are receiving here at ___[BMC]  and whether or not you decide to hear more about the research won’t affect your care. 
· Example: I am approaching you because we are looking for men between the ages of 40 and 70 who might have high cholesterol.  This research is totally separate from the care you are receiving here at ___[BMC]  and whether or not you decide to hear more about the research won’t affect your care.
4. Ask if he/she is interested in hearing more details.


So, are you interested in hearing some details about the research study?

· If not interested, thank the individual for his/ her time.
· If interested, then move to the consent form.
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