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Background

• Health literacy definition: the degree to which   
individuals have the capacity to obtain, process, 
and understand basic health information and 
services needed to make appropriate health 
decisions.1

• Large number of validated tools exist
• Online repository did not exist to easily search 

for a measurement
• 2014 we began making plans to create a 

curated database

1Institute of Medicine (US) Committee on Health Literacy. (2004). In L. Nielsen-Bohlman, A.M. Panzer, & D.A. Kindig (Eds.). Health Literacy: A Prescription to End 
Confusion. Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US).
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Database Creation

• Partnered with National Library of Medicine, 
Research Triangle Institute (RTI) International, 
and Communicate Health
– Determined domains
– Designed website layout
– Created data abstraction process

• Literature Search
– First literature search included articles prior to 2015
– Beginning in early 2015, quarterly literature reviews 

were conducted
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Domains

– Languages measured
– Validation sample size and demographic data
– Reliability and validity
– Measurement context
– Administration instructions
– Health Literacy sub-categories
– Psychometric methods (classical vs. item response 

theory)
– Author contact information
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Tour of the Toolshed Database
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+ +
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At-a-glance Feature
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Results to Date
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Results to Date
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Results to Date



23

Conclusions

• 37,000 visits since its publication in 2015
• We successfully created a curated website 

resource that provides validated, peer-reviewed 
health literacy tools for clinicians and 
researchers

• We will continue to add new tools quarterly as 
they become available
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Thank You

• Thank you to Communicatehealth as well as Dr. 
Michael Paasche-Orlow, and the members of 
the team:
– Lori Henault
– Emily Armstrong
– Margaret Jones
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Questions?
https://healthliteracy.bu.edu/
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