M.A. IN MEDICAL SCIENCES GENERAL THESIS INFORMATION

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE THESIS

A thesis project is to be well-conceived and of modest scope. The research project may involve library
research alone, a laboratory research project or a combination of library and laboratory research.
Although, modest in scope, the project represents the culmination of your graduate work in the program
and should represent a body of work beyond that required for a course term paper. Since the page length
requirement is variable depending on the type of thesis, the following guidelines should be noted and
observed.

All theses must follow the format guidelines given to you at orientation entitled:

(i) Research Guide for Writers of Thesis and Dissertations (Mugar Library) at
http://www.bumc.bu.edu/gms/home/thesisgd/

and

(i) Guidelines for Master of Arts in Medical Sciences Thesis Preparation and Submission (Division of
Graduate Medical Sciences) at http://www.bumc.bu.edu/master-arts-medical-sciences/current-
students/thesis-information-and-forms/ under the Thesis Format Guidelines.

These guidelines can also be picked up from the GMS office.

The actual format of the main body of the text is up to you and your thesis advisor but the Prepages,
References, Vita and Figures must follow the guidelines exactly. Many MA theses are available for
review of format and presentation in the GMS conference room in L315 or in the BUSM Alumni
Library.

LABORATORY THESES

A Laboratory thesis may be arranged following discussion of a thesis topic with a faculty member or
director of a laboratory. Student and research mentor should agree on expectations such as the number
of hours worked weekly and the length of time that the project is expected to take. To avoid further
misunderstandings by either party, a written agreement is suggested but is not mandatory. It is
expedient to prepare an outline of the research topic with your thesis advisor, agree on a tentative
timeline and plan out meeting times on a regular schedule.

A Laboratory thesis may earn a Grade of “A” following review by the Thesis Committee and upon the
recommendation of the research mentor who indicates that the student’s contribution and quality of
work performed are deserving of an “A” grade. Laboratory theses that do not earn a grade of A will
receive a Pass/Fail grade similar to a Library thesis.

The final written thesis may be submitted, if desired, in publication format or conventional format
including Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion and Reference sections. A lab thesis must be a
minimum of 35 pages, excluding the Prepages, Appendices (if any), References and Vita, with a range
from 35-55 pages. Your thesis must also include specific prepages as indicated in format.
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The only variable section in the thesis is the Introduction since research topics are variable. If your topic
is very broad you may have a long introduction. You may choose to write a shorter, more focused
Introduction, like a manuscript. Both are acceptable. Many students use their thesis as a draft of a
future publication so they choose to use similar formats.

Tentative page guidelines are — Introduction (10-25 pages), Methods (3-6 pages), Results (8-20 pages)
and Discussion (4-10 pages). The results might be longer if there are a lot of Figures and Tables. You
may write as much as you want in the Introduction — it’s your choice- but if you write a lengthy
Introduction remember to include a Specific Aims section before the Methods to focus the thesis.

Most Lab theses are between 35 and 55 pages; the minimum is 35 PAGES excluding Appendices (if
any), References and Vita however some are as long as 70 pages.

Please remember that admission to Boston University School of Medicine is contingent upon successful
completion of the thesis and its acceptance by the Division of Graduate Medical Sciences no later than
August 1% of the year of your acceptance. No exceptions can be allowed.

LIBRARY THESES

A Library thesis should be approximately 50 but not less than 45 pages, excluding Appendices (if any),
References and Vita. It should not be a collection of abstracts on a particular scientific area; rather, it
should provide you the opportunity to evaluate information so that you may be able to develop an
original conclusion. One of the better ways to do this is to select a research; health-related and/or basic
scientific topic that is under active consideration in the research community. Provide data on both sides
of the issue(s). Evaluate it, and come to an original conclusion based on the stand you wish to take.
Library theses are graded on a Pass/Fail basis.

The format of a Library thesis generally includes the following sections: Introduction (10-25 pages),
Published Data (which may include reproduced published figures or summary tables which have
tabulated research from many investigators) (10-25 pages), Discussion (5-15 pages) and Conclusions (5-
10) (which often include a proposal or suggestions for future studies).

SPECIFIC AIMS

Whether you do a library or a lab thesis you should include an additional section called Objectives,
Specific Aims or Goals of the Present Study. This section is variable and is sometimes included as part
of the Introduction or as a separate section. This section is written succinctly, helps with focus and states
your (i) Hypothesis, (i) Justification of Need, (iii) Specific Aims, and concludes with (iv) a statement of
what you hope to learn. It is usually about a page in length.



