Research in Addiction Medicine Scholars

Scholars

Addiction Medicine

University of
Washington

NAC Mentor: Katharine Bradley,

Addiction Medicine

Johns Hopkins
University

NAC Mentor: Michael Stein, MD

Addiction Medicine

Montefiore Medical
Center

NAC Mentor: Patrick O’Connor,
MD, MPH, MACP

N
AL

RESEARCH IN ADDICTION MEDICINE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

025-2027 Scholars

Taylor Bozich, MD

Dr. Bozich is an Addiction Medicine Fellow at the University of
Washington, where she also earned her medical degree. She completed
her IM residency at UCSF through the San Francisco Primary Care
(SFPC) program. Dr. Bozich is especially passionate about addressing
housing insecurity, opioid overdoses, and the increasing overlap of
methamphetamine and fentanyl use. Her RAMS research project
explores patient and provider perspectives on a harm-reduction-based
contingency management program for individuals with stimulant use
disorder and housing instability at a low-barrier clinic in South Seattle.
She aims to expand access to evidence-based addiction treatments and
promote equitable care through research-informed advocacy.

Will Garneau, MD, MPH, MHS

Dr. Garneau is a hospitalist and Assistant Professor of Medicine at
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. He uses real world data
from his hospital system to understand care for hospitalized patients
with opioid use disorder. He specifically focuses on the drivers of
patient-directed discharge. His work seeks to improve the management
of withdrawal and ways to develop new paradigms of care. He recently
qualified for the practice pathway to be eligible for the addiction
medicine board exam and looks forward to learning from others in the
RAMS program.

Claire Garpestad, MD

Dr. Garpestad is currently an Addiction Medicine Fellow at Montefiore
Medical Center. She completed her residency in internal medicine and
pediatrics at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York. Her residency and
fellowship experiences have sparked a strong interest in the impact of
hospital-based initiation of medications for substance use disorder.
Through the RAMS program, she will focus her research on retention in
care following hospital administration of long-acting injectable
buprenorphine among patients with opioid use disorder.

Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine
Department of Medicine

Geetanjali Chander, MD, MPH

Dr. Chander s a Professor of Medicine in GIM, Adjunct Professor in
Health Systems and Population Health, and the Division Head of GIM at
the University of Washington. Her research interests include substance
use (alcohol use in particular); communicable (HIV, TB, HCV) and non-
communicable (alcohol-related liver disease) diseases; epidemiological
studies, clinical trials and implementation research to improve outcomes
for persons with alcohol and other substance use disorders and HIV
infection.

University of
Washington

Michael Fingerhood, MD

Dr. Michael Fingerhood is a professor of medicine and public health at the
Johns Hopkins University. His areas of clinical expertise include addiction
medicine and internal medicine. He earned his M.D. from the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University. He completed his
residency at Johns Hopkins. Dr. Fingerhood's research interests include
substance use disorders, contingency management, hepatitis C and HIV.
He is a member of several professional organizations, including the
American Society of Addiction Medicine, the American Academy of HIV
Medicine, The Society of General Internal Medicine and the American
College of Physicians.

Johns Hopkins
University

Michele Buonora, MD, MS, MHS

Dr. Buonora is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Montefiore Medical

Center and Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and a physician-

investigator in internal medicine and addiction medicine. She earned her

M.D. from the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Her research is Montefiore Medical
focused on developing, implementing, and expanding access to Center
interventions that improve patient-centered clinical outcomes and

minimize harms among people with pain and substance use disorders,

through engaging those with lived experience.
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Dr. Mehra is a psychiatrist and a Clinical Research Fellow at the Centre
for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) in Toronto. Her clinical and
research work is based within the Youth-VAST (Vaping, Alcohol,
Substance, and Technology) Dependence Program, where she focuses
on youth addictions. Her research interests center on understanding the
factors that influence access to care and engagement among youth
experiencing substance use challenges. As part of the RAMS program,
she intends to conduct a mixed-methods study examining the
determinants of effective management of nicotine use disorder in youth
populations. Her goal is to develop and implement evidence-based
behavioral interventions tailored to the unique needs of young
individuals struggling with substance use.

Jason Morris, MD

Dr. Morris is an Addiction Medicine fellow at Mount Sinai West. He
completed medical school at Washington University in St. Louis School
of Medicine, and completed a residency in Emergency Medicine at the
Harvard Affiliated Emergency Medicine Residency Program at
Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham and Women's Hospital.
His academic interest is in improving care for people with substance use
disorders in the emergency department, and his project for the RAMS
program is to investigate ways to increase novel medication for

alcohol use disorder prescriptions for patients who present to the ER.

Vivian Tsang, MD, MPH

Dr. Tsang is an addictions fellow and a psychiatry research track
resident at the University of British Columbia (UBC). She obtained her
MD from UBC, MPH from Harvard, and is currently completing her DPhil
from Oxford University as a Clarendon Scholar. Her project is a
substudy of the Road to Recovery Prospective Cohort Study which will
provide a comprehensive overview of the psychiatric and medical
profiles of patients admitted to this newly developed acute substance
use stabilization unit for withdrawal management in Vancouver. The
objectives of this study are to 1) characterize the medical and
psychiatric comorbidity profiles of patients entering withdrawal
management and 2) explore how these profiles may influence
withdrawal management outcomes.

Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine
Department of Medicine

Victor Tang, MD

Dr. Tang is a scientist at the Institute for Mental Health Policy Research,
and an addictions psychiatrist within the Addictions Division at the Centre
for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). He is also an assistant
professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Toronto. He
completed his medical training at Queen's University, and his psychiatry
residency in the Clinician Scientist Program at the University of Toronto.
He recently completed a clinical research fellowship with joint training
between the Addictions Division and Temerty Centre for Therapeutic
Brain Intervention at CAMH and was a NIDA-funded RAMS Scholar. The
goal of Dr. Tang’s research program is to develop novel therapeutics and
improve treatment outcomes for patients with mood disorders and
substance use disorders.

Jeremy Kidd, MD, MPH

Dr. Kidd completed medical school at Virginia Commonwealth University
School of Medicine and trained in adult psychiatry at Columbia
University and New York State Psychiatric Institute. His approach to
treatment combines his medical knowledge with psychotherapy training
and a background in healthcare advocacy to offer each individual a
treatment plan that's tailored to their needs and goals. He treats patients
of diverse backgrounds; with a particular expertise in working with
LGBTQ people. He is Board Certified in Psychiatry from the American
Board of Psychiatry & Neurology.

Seonaid Nolan, MD

Dr. Nolan is an Associate Professor with the Department of Medicine at
the UBC, the recipient of UBC's Steven Diamond Professorship in
Addiction Care Innovation, a Clinician Scientist with the BC Centre on

Substance Use (BCCSU), the Division Head for Providence Health Care’s

Interdepartmental Division of Addiction, and Medical Director of BC's
Provincial Addiction, Recovery, Treatment, and Support (prov-ARTS)

Network. She completed her internal medicine residency and fellowship at

UBC. Additionally, she completed a one-year clinical addiction medicine
fellowship as part of the St. Paul's Goldcorp Addiction Medicine
Fellowship and two National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) sponsored
addiction medicine research fellowships, which included RAMS.
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Megan Heeney, MD

Dr. Heeney is an Addiction Medicine and Emergency Medicine physician at Highland
Hospital in Alameda Health System. Her research interests include improving access to
care at safety net hospitals for patients who use drugs; studying outcomes of initiation of
XR buprenorphine in the ED, implementation of behavioral emergency response teams,
and interventions to increase access to MAT and harm reduction supports for patients
presenting to care due to traumatic injuries.

Tim Kelly, MD

Dr. Kelly is an Assistant Professor at the University of Pennsylvania. Before entering
medicine, he worked for 7 years in mental health research where much of his work

His RAMS research will be exploring barriers and facilitators to patients with substance
use disorders seeking care in the emergency department. He hopes that his work can
inform emergency departments about what programming and resources they can offer to
encourage patients to seek out care earlier on in their disease process, thus reducing
morbidity and mortality.

Clarissa O'Conor, MD

Dr. O'Conor is Assistant Medical Director of Addiction Services at NYC Health &
Hospitals/Jacobi Medical Center leading the inpatient consult service. She completed her
Addiction Medicine Fellow at Montefiore Einstein and her family medicine residency at
West Suburban Medical Center in Chicago, where she became involved in research on
integrating long-acting injectable buprenorphine (LAIB) into inpatient addiction care. Her
RAMS project will continue this work by using implementation science methodology to
examine barriers and facilitators to integrating LAIB into inpatient addiction care at
Montefiore's teaching hospitals, as well as studying early implementation outcomes.

Kristin Prewitt, MD, MPH

Dr. Prewitt is a dual Addiction Medicine and Maternal-Fetal Medicine Fellow at Oregon
Health & Science University Her research and work focus on substance use in
pregnancy and postpartum, family unification, birth trauma, abortion care, harm
reduction, co-occurring mental health and substance use disorders in pregnancy, and
acute pain management during procedures for patients with drug use. Her RAMS
project is a prospective cohort study comparing cardiac point-of-care ultrasound
(POCUS) findings, electrocardiogram, and serum biomarkers in pregnant patients with
methamphetamine use compared to those without methamphetamine use.

Spadaro, MD, MPH

Dr. Spadaro is a Medical Toxicology and Addiction Medicine Fellow at Rutgers New
Jersey Medical School and the New Jersey Poison Information and Education System.
His research interests include naloxone distribution from the emergency department,
buprenorphine precipitated withdrawal, and the impact of xylazine on patients with
opioid use disorder. His RAMS project will focus on the acute management of patients
with prolonged sedation after an opioid overdose.

Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine
Department of Medicine

focused on dissemination and implementation of evidence based mental health therapies.

Erik Anderson, MD

Dr. Anderson is an addiction and emergency physician working at Alameda Health System in
Oakland, California. He is the medical director of the addiction consult service for the health
system and a research faculty member for the Addiction Medicine Fellowship. He has
experience working with NIDA CTN clinical trials, and is interested in strategies to integrate
addiction treatment into acute care and low-threshold settings.

Maggie Lowenstein, MD, MSHP

Dr. Lowenstein is a general internist, addiction medicine physician, and an Assistant
Professor of Medicine at the Perelman School of Medicine. Dr. Lowenstein’s research
focuses on novel strategies for implementing evidence-based treatment and harm reduction
interventions for opioid and other substance use disorders. She is interested in the delivery
of substance use care in general medical settings as well as developing and studying low-
barrier treatment models for substance use disorder. Dr. Lowenstein also co-chairs the
Opioid Use Disorder Workgroup of the Penn Medicine Opioid Task Force and collaborates
with partners in Philadelphia to disseminate best practices for opioid use disorder care.

Andrea Jakubowski, MD, MS

Dr. Jakubowski is a general internist, addiction medicine specialist, and Assistant Professor of
Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Dr. Jakubowski
provides primary care and medications for opioid use disorder in a syringe services program
and opioid treatment program, and cares for patients on a hospital addiction consult service.
Dr. Jakubowski’s research focuses on expanding access to evidence-based treatments for
opioid use disorder within and outside traditional healthcare settings.

nder, MD, MCR

Dr. Levander is an Assistant Professor of Medicine and Clinician Investigator at OHSU in the
Division of General Internal Medicine and Geriatrics, Addiction Medicine Section. Her
research interests focus on developing and implementing effective and innovative
interventions for delivering evidence-based substance use disorder treatment in a patient-
centered approach to people who use drugs. She is also interested in how to ensure
equitable access to addiction treatment using telemedicine and how telemedicine could
expand access particularly to those with barriers to care including those living in rural
communities, those experiencing homelessness, and women.

Howard Greller, MD

Dr. Greller is Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, and the Program Director of the
Medical Toxicology Fellowship. He is board certified in Emergency Medicine, Medical
Toxicology, and Addiction Medicine. He currently serves as the Deputy Editor of the Journal of
Medical Toxicology, and has served on the board of directors of both the American College of
Medical Toxicology and the Medical Toxicology Foundation. He is co-founder and editor of the
Tox and the Hound blog, and is the ‘&Howard’ of the Dantastic Mr. Tox & Howard podcast. He
additionally promotes his educational outreach as co-host of the Emergency Medicine show on
Sirius/XM Doctor Radio.
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