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TB rates in New York City began to rise in 1978 and did not fall until 1993.  

 

 

Å  1978-1992: TB rates in NYC rose every year (after a century of 

decline), leading to 52,000 excess cases  

o  DOH cut TB control program, closing district health centers, 

chest clinics, and city TB hospital   

o  Reduced Medicaid and public housing led to homelessness; 

shelters and jails were settings for TB transmission 

Å  1988: 89% of discharges from Harlem Hospital (district with 

cityôs highest TB rate) lost to f/u or did not complete TB treatment 

Å HIV/AIDS epidemic coincided with TB resurgence 

Freudenberg, 2006 



Discriminatory public 
policies and the NYC TB 
epidemic 1975ς1993  
 
Microbes and Infection 
DN Wallace, 2001  

TB dynamics in NYC 1970 - 1990 



Chaulk, 1995 

Change in TB rates in US cities: 1981-1992 



Rise of TB cases and rates in New York City: 1982 - 2011.  
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