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BU-BMC Cancer Center
Pilot and Feasibility Program 2020
INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS
Full applications must be submitted via the Center’s website no later than Friday December 20, 2019 at 11:59 PM EST. 
All applications will be compiled and reviewed for completeness by the Cancer Center’s Administrative Office prior to being distributed to reviewers.   The review process will occur in January/February.  Applicants will be informed of the funding results via email by February 15.  Funding will begin March 1, 2020.  If your proposal is deemed eligible for funding, you will be asked to provide Just In Time Information including applicable Committee Approvals (IBC, IACUC, IRB) prior to the release of funds.
Please note the following:

1. All applications must be submitted as a single PDF file.
2. Include the applicant’s name as a header.  (It is recommended that you insert the header after the file has been converted to a PDF file.)

3. Include page numbers as footer.  (It is recommended that you insert the footer after the file has been converted to a PDF file.)
4. Compile your final application in the order specified under “Application Content” below and submit as a single PDF.  Click here for the submission link.
Font 
Use an Arial black font color, and a font size of 11 points. (A Symbol font may be used to insert Greek letters or special characters; the font size requirement still applies.) 

Type density, including characters and spaces, must be no more than 15 characters per inch. Type may be no more than six lines per inch.
Paper Size and Page Margins 
Use standard paper size (8 ½" x 11). 

Use at least one-half inch margins (top, bottom, left, and right) for all pages.

Application Content
Applications must include each of the items listed below in this order.  
1. Application Form Page: Please complete all requested fields.  
2. Project Abstract 
3.  Detailed Budget:  Include a line item budget using the budget page provided.  Projects will be funded to a maximum of $30,000 direct costs.  No funds will be awarded for indirect costs.  Please be sure to include your effort as PI and indicate whether salary support is requested.  Please note that the project period will be 03/01/20-02/28/21 (12 months).  
4.  Budget Justification: Please provide a brief written justification for each requested expense.  
5. Updated NIH BIOSKETCH in current format including Research Support
6. Research Plan:  The research plan should include the items listed below (items A-G). Please note that items A-E may not exceed 5 pages.  
A. Specific Aims:  A brief statement of the hypotheses being tested, questions asked and intended goal of the project.  Be sure to explain how the Aims will allow you to gather critical preliminary data for a larger proposal for a federal or national grant.   Please keep in mind that a P&F study is just that.  If you have received a review from NIH or another granting agency asking for specific preliminary data to show feasibility, please explain here.
B. Significance:  A description of the significance of the proposed research with respect to its long-term objectives, relevance to cancer, and relationship to the current knowledge in the field.

C. Preliminary Studies: A brief description of relevant preliminary studies, if applicable.  Include information that will convince the reviewer that your plan is feasible within the time frame of this one-year proposal.  If you choose, you may integrate your Preliminary studies into the APPROACH section.  
D. Approach: A description of the proposed studies, including the underlying questions and hypotheses and experimental plan, with enough detail so that an informed scientist outside your specific field of interest will understand it.  Be sure to describe how the approach will allow you to collect critical preliminary data to establish feasibility of proof of principle toward a long-term goal. Include a description of potential pitfalls, alternative tactics.
E. Timeline and Work Plan
F. References Cited
G. Human Subjects or Vertebrate Animals
Guidance For All Applicants

1) The application should clearly explain how the proposed work is feasible and will provide critical preliminary data that will support a hypothesis (hypotheses) for an NIH K or R01 grant application. We also ask that if the applicant has submitted an NIH grant application and reviewers have asked for specific pilot studies, the applicant state this in the research plan.  It is important for new investigators to explain how the pilot application will support an independent line of investigation. Candidates will be judged on their science and how the proposed pilot and feasibility application fits into their long-term research and career plans. 

2) Please include a statement as to how your proposed research fits into one of the Center’s Research Programs:

· Cancer Bioengineering 
· Cancer Interception 
· Cancer Biology 

· Population Sciences
For additional questions or further guidance about the program or application process, please contact Erin McCarthy, Administrator.
Instructions Updated 11/12/2019


