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WELCOME
Welcome to Boston University School of
Medicine’s self-guided walking tour. Boston
University School of Medicine (BUSM) is a major
clinical, educational, and research institution,
providing an exceptional environment for diverse
student interests, including basic science, clinical
investigation or public health and health services
research, in addition to rigorous and comprehensive
clinical training. BUSM has 660 medical students,
and a similar number of graduate students in the
medical school actively engaged in the study of
medicine and the biomedical sciences. Located in
the historic South End of Boston, BUSM shares a
campus with Boston Medical Center, the School
of Public Health, the Goldman School of Dental
Medicine, and the Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller
Mental Health Center.
BUSM was formed in 1873 when Boston
University merged with the New England Female
Medical College, becoming the first coeducational
medical school. The New England Female Medical
College, founded in 1848, was the first institution
to medically train women and graduated the first
black woman physician. Throughout our history
we have maintained a strong commitment to the
study and practice of medicine in the context of a
mission of service to society.
Our clinical teaching program provides rich
and diverse opportunities, based on-campus at
Boston Medical Center, but including 25 affiliated
hospitals, 15 neighborhood health centers, and
numerous private clinics and doctors’ offices
in greater Boston. Students also participate in
international health programs and a variety of
professional and social service activities.
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INSTRUCTIONAL BUILDING
Hiebert Lounge, 14th Floor
Walking Directions: Take the elevator just off the main
lobby of the Instructional Building to the 14th floor. Turn
right out of the elevator and follow the signs for Hiebert
Lounge.
Hiebert Lounge is the site of many of the medical
campus’s large functions and serves as the primary
location for student research presentations, as well as
departmental and clerkship exams. From the windows,
you are able to view several points of interest across the
Boston skyline, including the Prudential Center and the
Hancock Tower.
Hiebert Lounge is named after Dr. T. Mark Hiebert ’32,
a pharmaceutical executive who chaired the campaign to
raise the funds to build the Instructional Building.
Alumni Medical Library, 12th Floor
Walking Directions: From Hiebert Lounge, return to the
elevator and proceed to the 12th floor. The Alumni Medical
Library will be on your right as you exit the elevator.
The Alumni Medical Library houses more than 8
million citations and abstracts and includes the Learning
Resource Center featuring high-speed computers and
printers. This technology allows students to access a large
database of questions used by students for self-testing, as
well as computer-based patient management problems,
heartbeat simulations and interactive video-based patient
simulations. There is also a Student Coffee Lounge for
students to use for group study.
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Student Lounge, Basement Level
Walking Directions: From the Alumni Medical Library,
return to the elevator and go to the basement level. Exit the
elevator to your right and proceed through the double doors.
Turn right after the double doors and follow the corridor to
the student lounge area.
The Student Lounge Area is the place where many
medical students gather throughout the day. This area
features Chequers, a full service dine-in facility, as well as
a student e-mail and lounge area. There is also an ATM,
stamp machine and lockers for student use.
W.F. McNary, Jr. Student Resource Learning
Center, 1st Floor
Walking Directions: From the student lounge area, return to
the elevator and go to the first floor. The McNary Learning
Center will be on your left as you exit the elevators. As you
exit the elevator, the first floor lobby will be on your right.
This section of the School of Medicine houses many
state-of-the-art classrooms, as well as an additional
computer lab for student use. Named in memory of a
much-loved former dean of student affairs, the McNary
Learning Center also has numerous seminar rooms
that accommodate small group study. In all, the Center
includes a 36-station computer lab, two large seminar
rooms, three medium-size seminar rooms, a conference
room, and seven small seminar rooms.
Lobby, 1st Floor
The lobby is the entrance to the School of Medicine and
is surrounded by life-size sculptures of the History of
Medicine by late-artist Doris Appel. These sculptures
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feature prominent figures in medicine, such as
Hippocrates, Imhotep, Maimonides, Marie Curie, and
Vesalius.
The lobby also houses the School of Medicine’s
mailroom, which provides nearly all of the resources of a
United States post office. In the hallway across from the
mailroom is a portrait of each former dean of the School
of Medicine. The Dean’s Office, the Office of Admissions,
and the Office of Student Affairs are located off the lobby,
as well.
You will also notice signs for the Alumni Association
near the main bank of elevators. The Alumni Association
takes great pride in engaging current students in activities
throughout their time on campus. Students are very
active in these activities and the Association provides
great support to current students.
The Instructional Building contains many state-of-theart research laboratories, including the Department
of Anatomy and Neurobiology, the Department of
Microbiology, the Department of Pathology and the
Department of Pharmacology and Experimental
Therapeutics. In addition, the Clinical Skills and
Simulation Center where students, interns and residents,
and faculty all learn and practice new procedures, is
housed here.
Henry Jacob Bakst Auditorium,
1st Floor, A Building
Walking Directions: As you stand in front of the security
desk in the lobby of the Instructional Building, walk to your
left and follow the signs for Bakst Auditorium.
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Bakst Auditorium is where first-year lectures are given
and features state-of-the-art video and audio systems, as
well as wheel chair accessibility. The Bakst Auditorium is
named in memory of Henry Bakst, who was a pioneer in
modern preventive and community medicine. Bakst was
an important member of the faculty at BUSM from the
time he was hired in 1932. He also served as associate
dean beginning in 1965, and dean from 1969-1970.
Talbot Green
Walking Directions: From Bakst Auditorium, return to
the main lobby of the Instructional Building and exit the
facility through the doors in front of the security desk.
Talbot Green will be directly in front of you. The Medical
Fountain will be to your left and the bust of Hippocrates
will be on your right. The Talbot Building is the large brick
building directly in front of you.
Talbot Green, named in honor of Dr. Israel Tisdale
Talbot, the first dean of BUSM, is the historic center
of the Medical Campus, featuring several medical
sculptures, including the Medical Fountain and the bust
of Hippocrates. The lawn area is where students often
gather for special events and relaxation after classes.
There is also a bike rack located on Talbot Green for those
who bike to the Medical Campus. The Talbot Building
houses the School of Public Health.
Safety Boxes
As you travel around the Medical Campus, you will
notice blue safety boxes located in many areas. These
boxes allow users to contact the Campus Public Safety
Department directly with any type of emergency.
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Boston Medical Center
Walking Directions: As you face the front of the Instructional
Building, Boston Medical Center will be on your left. Cross
East Concord Street and you will first pass the Moakley
Building, followed by the Menino Pavilion and then the
Yawkey Ambulatory Care Center.
Boston Medical Center was formed in 1997 with the
merger of Boston City Hospital and University Hospital.
Today, Boston Medical Center has grown into a 581-bed
primary, secondary and tertiary care facility., Serving as
the primary teaching affiliate of the School of Medicine,
Boston Medical Center emphasizes comprehensive, stateof-the art, community-focused care, and is the largest
safety net hospital in New England.
In the first and second year, students spend one-half to
one day a week in a clinical setting, learning interviewing
skills, physical diagnosis and how to interact with patients.
Major service areas of Boston Medical Center include the
Yawkey Amulatory Care Center, Menino Pavilion, the
Moakley Building and the Newton Pavilion.
Albany Street
Walking Directions: From Menino Pavilion walk back
towards East Concord Street and turn right. Walk to the
first light, cross the street, and turn left onto Albany Street.
Along Albany Street, you will find the Medical Campus
Bookstore where students can purchase textbooks and
supplies. There is also a Campus Convenience store, as well
as a bank, ATM and FedEx/Kinko’s store.

Students who wish to take The BU Shuttle (BUS) to the
Charles River Campus, can do so in front of the parking
garage at 710 Albany Street.

As you walk along East Newton Street, you will come
across the Goldman School of Dental Medicine, as well
as Newton Pavilion, part of Boston Medical Center.

Albany Street is also where BioSquare is located, and
is home to the Evans Biomedical Research Center, the
Center for Advanced Biomedical Research and 670
Albany Street. These buildings combine state-of-the-art,
built to suit research facilities with comprehensive tenant
amenities and services, all in one convenient campus
setting.

Across from Newton Pavilion is the Solomon Carter
Fuller Mental Health Building, which houses one of the
state’s mental health facilities, as well as classroom and
laboratory space for the Medical Campus. This ten-story
facility was named in honor of Solomon Carter Fuller,
a 1897 BUSM graduate and thirty-year faculty member
who was an eminent neurophysiologist and the first
African American psychiatrist in the nation.

As part of BioSquare, Boston University School of
Medicine is constructing a National Emerging Infections
Diseases Laboratories, for which Boston University
received an award of $128 million to build the only BSL-4
facility in New England. Scheduled for completion in late
Fall 2008, this laboratory will build upon our reputation
as one of the top research institutions in the nation by
allowing us to research ways to diagnose and treat deadly
infectious diseases.
When completed, BioSquare will consist of 2.5 million
square feet of state-of-the-art research and office space
on 16 acres representing a national model for academic
and industry collaboration.
East Newton Street
Walking Directions: As you walk along Albany Street,
turn left onto East Newton Street. The Solomon Carter
Fuller Mental Health Building will be on your left and the
Goldman School of Dental Medicine will be on your right.
The Newton Pavilion, part of Boston Medical Center, will
also be on your right.

Harrison Avenue
Walking Directions: If you continue walking down East
Newton Street, you will come to Harrison Avenue. Turn
left onto Harrison Avenue and Harrison Court will be
across the street.
Harrison Avenue is a major thoroughfare of the South
End neighborhood of Boston and is home to many
unique stores and local restaurants. This is also where
Harrison Court is located, which is where many students
rent apartments.

While this concludes the walking portion of
your tour, please feel free to return to the Office
of Admissions, located on the first floor of the
Instructional Building, with any questions or
comments about your time at Boston University
School of Medicine.

