Who we are:
The Boston Musculoskeletal Clinical Research Collaboratory (MCRC) supports clinical research on musculoskeletal diseases through strong faculty collaboration and methodological expertise. Our weekly Research Accelerator meetings foster rigorous project review and collaboration. Attendees include faculty, statisticians, T32 research trainees, rheumatology fellows, and other scholars. We aim to work towards improving and preventing musculoskeletal conditions through high-impact research.

Research Accelerator Meeting Format & Scheduling:
· Meetings take place Tuesdays from 9:30–11:00 AM ET, both in person and via Zoom.
· Each meeting is divided into six 15-minute blocks. The time allocated depends on your material type:
	Material Type
	Time Allocation

	Analysis Plan, Abstract, Poster
	1 block (15 min)

	Oral presentation, Specific Aims
	2 blocks (30 min)

	Manuscript, Grant Significance/Strategy
	3-4 blocks (45-60 min)



To reserve a spot, please review our schedule on the website and email your preferred date to mcrc@bu.edu and mdubreui@bu.edu.

Submitting Materials:
· Please upload your materials using our REDCap form by 12:00 PM (noon) ET the business day before your meeting (i.e., Monday at noon; Friday if Monday is a holiday).  
 
Reviewing Others’ Materials: 
· Materials to be discussed will be added to the Outlook invite from mcrc@bu.edu around noon the day before the meeting.
· All materials are confidential and should not be shared outside of the group.
· Please review them in advance and come prepared to offer feedback.
Meeting Location:
· Address: Evans Biomedical Research Center (EBRC), 650 Albany Street, 2nd Floor, Room 223 (Rheumatology Conference Room)
· You’ll need a BU ID to enter the building.
· Directions: Take the elevator to the 2nd floor > left through Microbiology/Virology doors > right down the hall > first door on the left.
· If you’re attending virtually, the Zoom link is in the Outlook invite from mcrc@bu.edu.
 
Meeting Expectations (if presenting)
· You’ll give a brief introduction (or be introduced).
· Participants may ask for context (e.g., conference name or grant mechanism).
· Except for oral presentations, you will not formally present; feedback is based solely on the submitted material, as if we were your reviewers.
 

