
Medical	
  Pharmacology	
  Question	
  1:	
  
How	
  to	
  use	
  PubMed	
  to	
  find	
  Review	
  Articles	
  and	
  Comparative	
  Studies	
  

	
  
1. Go	
  to	
  the	
  Library’s	
  home	
  page	
  (medlib.bu.edu)	
  and	
  access	
  PubMed.	
  

	
  
	
  

2. Search	
  for	
  ‘galantamine’.	
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  to	
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  Studies	
  

	
  
3. Use	
  the	
  filters	
  on	
  the	
  left	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  screen	
  to	
  refine	
  the	
  1,702	
  results.	
  

	
  
	
  

4. Click	
  ‘Customize’	
  under	
  ‘Article	
  types’	
  and	
  select	
  ‘Comparative	
  Study’.	
  Click	
  Show.

	
  



Medical	
  Pharmacology	
  Question	
  1:	
  
How	
  to	
  use	
  PubMed	
  to	
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5. Click	
  ‘Comparative	
  Study’	
  to	
  turn	
  the	
  filter	
  on.	
  This	
  gives	
  you	
  217	
  results.	
  

	
  
	
  

6. Click	
  ‘Review’	
  to	
  turn	
  this	
  filter	
  on.	
  The	
  results	
  increase	
  to	
  527,	
  which	
  means	
  PubMed	
  is	
  searching	
  
for	
  either	
  reviews	
  OR	
  comparative	
  studies.	
  Click	
  “Clear	
  All”	
  to	
  turn	
  off	
  the	
  filters.	
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7. Use	
  the	
  MeSH	
  database	
  to	
  gain	
  more	
  control	
  over	
  your	
  search.	
  Select	
  MeSH	
  from	
  the	
  dropdown	
  

menu	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  search	
  bar	
  and	
  search	
  for	
  ‘Comparative	
  Study’.	
  

	
  
	
  

8. Select	
  “Comparative	
  Study	
  [Publication	
  Type]”	
  and	
  click	
  “Add	
  to	
  Search	
  Builder”.	
  Type	
  “Review”	
  in	
  
the	
  search	
  bar.	
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9. Type	
  “Review”	
  in	
  the	
  search	
  bar.	
  Select	
  “Review	
  [Publication	
  Type]”	
  and	
  click	
  “Add	
  to	
  Search	
  

Builder”.	
  Click	
  “Search	
  PubMed”.

	
  
	
  

10. This	
  search	
  shows	
  all	
  the	
  articles	
  in	
  PubMed	
  that	
  are	
  both	
  Comparative	
  Studies	
  and	
  Reviews.	
  We	
  
want	
  to	
  add	
  Galantamine	
  to	
  this	
  search,	
  so	
  click	
  on	
  ‘Advanced	
  Search’.	
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11. Add	
  the	
  search	
  for	
  ‘galantamine’	
  and	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  search	
  for	
  comparative	
  study	
  and	
  review	
  and	
  

click	
  Search.

	
  
	
  

12. This	
  brings	
  back	
  19	
  results	
  that	
  both	
  a	
  comparative	
  study	
  and	
  a	
  review	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  being	
  about	
  
or	
  related	
  to	
  galantamine.
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13. PubMed	
  doesn’t	
  always	
  recognize	
  drug	
  names.	
  Do	
  a	
  search	
  for	
  “viread”,	
  an	
  anti-­‐HIV	
  drug.	
  Note	
  that	
  

PubMed	
  recognizes	
  the	
  chemical	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  drug.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

14. Go	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  MeSH	
  database	
  to	
  limit	
  your	
  search	
  to	
  a	
  class	
  of	
  drugs,	
  and	
  search	
  for	
  “Anti-­‐HIV	
  
Drugs”.	
  Select	
  the	
  term	
  “Anti-­‐HIV	
  Agents”	
  and	
  click	
  “Add	
  to	
  Search	
  Builder”	
  and	
  “Search	
  PubMed”.
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15. Add	
  “AND	
  viread”	
  into	
  the	
  search	
  bar	
  and	
  click	
  Search.	
  This	
  brings	
  you	
  back	
  484	
  results.	
  

	
  
	
  

16. Go	
  back	
  into	
  advanced	
  search	
  to	
  add	
  this	
  search	
  for	
  “Anti-­‐HIV	
  Agents”[Mesh]	
  AND	
  viread	
  to	
  the	
  
previous	
  search	
  for	
  the	
  Comparative	
  Study	
  and	
  Review	
  publication	
  types.	
  Click	
  search.	
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17. This	
  gives	
  you	
  a	
  total	
  4	
  results.	
  

	
  


