
Intro to Evidence Based Medicine and Epidemiology

Module 1 — Concise Search Strategies for Doctors

Pre-course assignment

1. This whole assignment should take no more than 20 minutes.  If you find you are taking longer, then STOP wherever you are and go have a beer (or your drink of choice).
2. Think of a question you have had recently about patient care.  This can be a question about therapy (what treatment should I give, or what treatment is better), diagnosis (how can I diagnosis condition X, or what test is better to diagnosis condition X), prognosis (how can I tell what will happen next), or anything else related to patient care that you have a question about.
3. Write it down.
4. Now, using whatever method you think is fastest, try to find an answer to your question (use whatever data source you like). Don’t take longer than 10 minutes.
5. Now, go to PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ or http://www.pubmed.gov) and repeat your search. Again, don’t take longer than 10 minutes.
6. Bring your question and your results (an abstract if possible) to class with you.
7. That’s it!

