
www.rti.orgRTI International is a registered trademark and a trade name of Research Triangle Institute.

Examining Health Literacy Definitions, 
Causal Models and Measurement from 

a Patient-Centered Perspective

Health Literacy Research Conference (HARC) 

November 2, 2015

Moderator: Lauren McCormack, PhD, MSPH



Panelists

Nancy Roach

Founder, Fight Colorectal Cancer

Linda Aldoory, PhD

Director, Herschel S. Horowitz 

Center for Health Literacy, 

University of Maryland

Donald Rubin, PhD

Professor Emeritus, 

Communication Studies,  

University of Georgia

Marilyn Schapira, MD, MPH

Internist, Associate Professor of 

Medicine, Perelman School of 

Medicine,

University of Pennsylvania



Discussion Questions

1. What is the patients’ perspective about health literacy and 

how does it affect their experience as a patient?

2. To what extent does the definition of health literacy matter 

for our research and practice?

3. What are other methodologies or theoretical perspectives 

can we use to expand the definition of health literacy 

measures beyond the individual level?

4. How can the construct of “health literacy” be used to help 

communicate scientific evidence and the development of 

interventions?



Session Approach
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