	
	Alabama
	Massachusetts
	New York

	Allows same-sex partner to make health decisions on behalf of incapacitated patient without health care proxy
	no
	yes
	yes, but priority given to blood relatives

	Allows patients to designate same-sex partners as health care agent in legal proxy
	yes
	yes
	yes

	Permits LGBT individual to petition to adopt


	yes
	yes
	yes

	Permits same-sex couple to jointly petition to adopt
	no
	yes
	yes

	Permits a same-sex co-parent to petition to adopt partner’s child?
	no
	yes
	yes

	Permits same-sex couples to marry
	no
	yes
	no

	Prohibits discrimination in housing and employment based on sexual orientation
	no
	yes
	yes

	Prohibits discrimination n housing and employment based on gender identity
	no
	Not explicitly
	some cases

	Makes violence based on sexual orientation a hate crime
	no
	yes
	yes

	Makes violence based on gender identity a hate crime
	no
	no
	no

	Protects against discrimination based on sexual orientation in schools
	no
	yes
	no

	Protects against discrimination based on gender-identity in schools
	no
	no
	no

	Permits transsexuals to amend birth certificates?
	yes
	yes
	yes


	
	BMC
	BW

	Patients’ Bill of Rights and/or nondiscrimination policy includes sexual orientation
	no
	yes

	Patients’ Bill of Rights and/or nondiscrimination policy includes gender identity or gender expression.
	No
	Yes



	Visitation policies grant same-sex couples the same visitation access as different-sex couples.
	Not specified
	no

	Visitation policies grant same-sex parents the same visitation access as different-sex couples for their minor children.
	Not specified
	no

	Provide cultural competency training addressing healthcare issues relevant to the LGBT community.
	
	

	Equal employment opportunity policy includes sexual orientation
	yes
	

	Equal employment opportunity policy includes gender identity or gender expression.
	no
	


How do you respond?
1. During a routine history, a male patient tells you that he is sexually active with men and identifies as gay. He then asks how this makes you feel. 

2. You overhear two medical assistants making fun of the appearance and demeanor of a transgender patient who visited the clinic earlier in the day. 

3. During a routine history, a patient tells you that she has been “feeling down lately” and isn’t sleeping well. Later, during a sexual history, she says she had sex with another woman, but is “definitely not a lezzie.” 

4. A patient complains of anxiety due to her adolescent daughter’s recent revelation that she is bisexual. The patient worries that her daughter is sexually promiscuous and will get HIV. She has hear that bisexuality is “hip” among young people and hopes that it is “just a stage.” 

5. You forward a message about a Safe Space Training to your departmental colleagues and receive the following response from one: “I, in no way, support people coming out of closes, rafters, etc. Those people disgust me.” 

6. A student group invites to campus a representative from the American College of Pediatricians, a splinter group that opposes the American Academy of Pediatricians view that different sexual orientations are normal aspects of human diversity. 

7. A fourth year medical student who has been active in MedGlo asks you whether she should remove references to her LGBT activism on her residency applications. 

Adapted from: http://www.fenwayhealth.org/site/DocServer/Handout_1-C_Sample_Role-Plays.pdf?docID=4221
Does Massachusetts….
	allow a same-sex partner to make health decisions on behalf of an incapacitated patient without a health care proxy?
	

	allow patients to designate same-sex partners as health care agents in a legal proxy?
	

	permit LGBT individual to petition to adopt?
	

	permit same-sex couples to jointly petition to adopt?
	

	permit a same-sex co-parent to petition to adopt a partner’s child?
	

	permit same-sex couples to marry?
	

	prohibit discrimination in housing and employment based on sexual orientation?
	

	prohibit discrimination in housing and employment based on gender identity?
	

	make violence based on sexual orientation a hate crime?
	

	make violence based on gender identity a hate crime?
	

	protect against discrimination based on sexual orientation in schools?
	

	protect against discrimination based on gender-identity in schools?
	

	permit transsexuals to amend birth certificates?
	








source: http://www.glad.org/rights/massachusetts
Does Massachusetts….

	allow a same-sex partner to make health decisions on behalf of an incapacitated patient without a health care proxy?
	

	allow patients to designate same-sex partners as health care agents in a legal proxy?
	

	permit LGBT individual to petition to adopt?
	

	permit same-sex couples to jointly petition to adopt?
	

	permit a same-sex co-parent to petition to adopt a partner’s child?
	

	permit same-sex couples to marry?
	

	prohibit discrimination in housing and employment based on sexual orientation?
	

	prohibit discrimination in housing and employment based on gender identity?
	

	make violence based on sexual orientation a hate crime?
	

	make violence based on gender identity a hate crime?
	

	protect against discrimination based on sexual orientation in schools?
	

	protect against discrimination based on gender-identity in schools?
	

	permit transsexuals to amend birth certificates?
	








source: http://www.glad.org/rights/massachusetts
BUMC Resources
· Department of Medicine Faculty Development and Diversity: http://www.bumc.bu.edu/facdev-medicine/diversity/lgbt/
· Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs: http://www.bumc.bu.edu/oma/
BU Resources
· Bostonia LGBT Voices: http://www.bu.edu/bostonia/web/lgbt/
· Cohort Q at the Graduate School of Management: http://cohortq.smgmba.com/
· Faculty and Staff Assistance Office: http://www.bu.edu/fsao/
· Howard Thurman Center: http://www.bu.edu/thurman/
· Marsh Chapel’s LGBTQ Ministry: http://www.bu.edu/chapel/life/lgbtq/index.shtml
· Spectrum, BU’s Queer and Allied Student Group: http://sws.bu.edu/spectrum/Spectrum__BUs_LGBT_Social_Organization/Welcome.html
· Student Health Services: http://www.bu.edu/mentalhealth/
· University Ombuds: http://www.bu.edu/ombuds/
Boston Resources
· Bay Windows: http://www.baywindows.com/
· Boston Living Center: http://www.bostonlivingcenter.org/
· Fenway Community Health: http://www.fenwayhealth.org
· Gay Men’s Domestic Violence Project: http://gmdvp.org/
· Greater Boston Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: http://www.gbpflag.org/
· Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition: http://www.masstpc.org/
National Organizations
· Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders: http://www.glad.org/
· Gay and Lesbian Medical Association: http://www.glma.org/
· Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network: http://www.glsen.org/cgi-bin/iowa/all/home/index.html
· Human Rights Campaign Health Equality Index: http://www.hrc.org/hei2010/index1.html
· National Coalition for LGBT Health: http://lgbthealth.webolutionary.com/
· U.S. Department of Health and Human Services LGBT health: http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/lgbthealth.html
