
2011 Program Summary:

Laboratory Animal Science Center at Boston University Medical Center

The Laboratory Animal Science Center (LASC) serves as the centralized animal resource facility for Boston University Medical Center (BUMC).  The LASC maintains approximately 47,000 square footage of animal care facilities in four buildings on the BUMC campus.  The BUMC Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) likewise serves investigators of all entities on the combined campus.  The Medical Center is comprised of the following schools and centers in which animal research is conducted:

Boston University School of Medicine

Boston University School of Public Health

Goldman School of Graduate Dentistry

Boston Medical Center 

Boston University Medical Center provides and conducts health-related activities.  These include direct medical and dental care, education, and a wide variety of biomedical research endeavors.  The BUMC IACUC and LASC assure that animals used in research and education at BUMC receive appropriate care and are treated in a humane fashion.

Animal husbandry is provided by the staff of LASC under the guidance of supervisors and managers who are certified by the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS).  Veterinary care is provided by LASC veterinary services group that includes American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ACLAM) trained veterinarians and veterinary managers and technicians specifically trained in laboratory animal medicine.  The Boston University Medical Center is fully accredited by the Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care, International (AAALAC, Intl) and the animal care and use program conforms to the standards of “The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,” Revised 2010. The program includes regular, periodic inspections of animal facilities, review of all funded projects for humane use of animals, and the appropriate use of surgical anesthesia, analgesics, and tranquilizers. The Boston University Medical Center has filed an assurance statement on these matters with the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW). 

There are currently approximately 200 principal investigators (PIs), holding 300 protocols, in the BUMC animal care and use program.  Basic research activities at BUMC include experimentation in cell and molecular biology, tumor biology, immunology, neuroscience, pharmacology, developmental biology, physiology, and infectious disease.  Clinical research areas include interventional cardiology, surgery, orthopedics, blood preservation, and oncology.  Animals are used in the training of physicians in minimally invasive surgery.  
