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VA CSTE BRAIN BANK

PUBLIC FACT SHEET
Statement:  Research conducted at the VA CSTE Brain Bank is enormously important to the future mental health of many Veterans and civilians. The VA CSTE Brain Bank is primarily focused on furthering our understanding of mild traumatic brain injury (mTBI), an "invisible injury” of combat as well as contact sports. Our research has demonstrated that the symptoms of mild traumatic brain injury may begin as changes in emotion, mood, or personality, as well as increased irritability, impulsiveness and suicidality.  The better we are able to understand the symptoms of mild traumatic brain injury, the better our chances of intervention in extreme cases where individuals are living with unknown challenges and are contemplating taking their life.  
FACTS:

Dr. Ann McKee, Neuropathologist and Neurologist, is Director of Neuropathology at the Bedford VA Medical Center and Co-Director of the Boston University Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (CSTE)  Dr. McKee is also a Professor of Neurology and Pathology at Boston University School of Medicine (BUSM). 

The mission of the VA Brain Bank is to study neurodegenerative and age-related diseases of the central nervous system to gain knowledge concerning the mechanisms of disease and hopefully, to help develop diagnostic tools and treatments for these conditions. 
The VA CSTE Brain Bank has 71 brains registered to the Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (CSTE).  To date there are over 50 brains that have been diagnosed with Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE).  Currently, the VA CSTE Brain Bank also contains the brains of 13 Veterans brains who experienced mild traumatic brain injury.
The Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (CSTE) was created as a collaboration between BUSM and Sports Legacy Institute (SLI) with the CSTE Brain Bank at the Bedford VA Hospital. Co-directors of the BU CSTE include Robert Cantu, MD, a clinical professor of neurosurgery at BUSM, Ann McKee, MD, professor of neurology and pathology at BUSM, Chris Nowinski, and Robert Stern, PhD, an associate professor of neurology at BUSM.  The CSTE Brain Donation Registry was established in 2008.  To obtain more information about our center or brain donations, please contact:  Christine Baugh, Research Coordinator, 617-638-6143,  cbaugh@bu.edu
For more information about the VA CSTE Brain Bank, please contact Kristin Pressly, Public Affairs Officer, at telephone (781) 687-4988. 

Bedford VA Medical Center is honored to provide assistance to those who served our country. We provide diverse services and provide excellence in our care for Veterans.  Learn more about the services available at the Bedford VA by visiting our website at:  http://www.bedford.va.gov/
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