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Sports Legacy Institute

The Sports Legacy Institute (SLI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded in June,

2007, by concussion expert Dr. Robert Cantu and former Harvard football player and WWE professional wrestler Chris Nowinski in reaction to new medical research revealing concussions and brain trauma in sports had become a public health crisis.


The mission of the Sports Legacy Institute is to advance the study, treatment, and prevention of brain trauma in athletes and other at-risk groups.

In 2008, SLI partnered with Boston University School of Medicine to form the Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (CSTE) (www.bu.edu/cste), which is dedicated to the study of Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE), a progressive degenerative brain disease caused by repetitive concussive and sub-concussive brain injuries, including its neuropathology, diagnosis, clinical presentation, course, genetics, other risk factors, and ways of preventing and treating this cause of dementia. In 2009, SLI launched a military brain donation registry to help support the future health of our military veterans who have suffered from brain trauma, including repetitive blasts injuries. In 2010, the National Football League made an unrestricted $1 M gift to the CSTE.


SLI has quickly risen to prominence as a national leader on sports concussion advocacy, education, and research, and has been featured on HBO Real Sports, ESPN, CNN, Larry King

Live, C-SPAN, Nightline and 60 Minutes along with cover stories in TIME Magazine, Sports

Illustrated, and The New Yorker. The ever-growing media attention to SLI and the CSTE has been a driving force in raising public awareness of the dangers of concussions from obscurity to its rightful place public discourse. In addition, SLI has been instrumental in improving the lives of athletes by influencing legislation in several states in addition to promoting significant policy change within various sports organizations at all levels of the game, including stricter penalty enforcement for illegal hits to the head within both the NFL and the National Hockey League (NHL).

Sports Legacy Institute provides direct education of concussions in sports through its

Advanced Concussion Training and SLICE programs, and works with organizations like the CDC and Brain Injury Association of America to provide high-quality, no-cost education on concussions for coaches, athletes, and parents.

For more information visit www.sportslegacy.org 
