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DUERSON FAMILY STATEMENT


(BOSTON) – The Duerson Family issued this statement Monday at Boston University School of Medicine, after the Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy announced the neuropathological study findings of their father, former NFL player Dave Duerson, who tragically took his life Feb. 17, 2011:

“It is with mixed emotions that my family and I stand before you today.  On behalf of my brothers Chase and Brock, my sister Taylor and my mother Alicia, I would like to thank Boston University School of Medicine and the VA CSTE Brain Bank for their hard work and professionalism. Through their efforts and God’s grace we have been given the gift of closure. We accept this gift with great humility, as we are mindful of other families who have lost loved ones and still bear the burden of unanswered questions.

“It is our hope that through this research questions that go beyond our interests may be answered. Questions that lead to a safer game of football, from professional to Pop Warner; Questions that lead to better diagnostic tests for those alive; and Questions that lead to a cure; will all hopefully be answered.

“My father was a man of many accomplishments, both on and off the field. With these accomplishments came many battles.  But, despite the highs and the lows of life, he was a man of strong courage, and a man that had compassion for others.

“It is my greatest hope that my father’s death will not have been in vain. That through this research his legacy will live on, and that others will not suffer in the same manner. I would like to urge the greater football community and all others interested to please financially support the research of CTE. My family and I are confident that through this staff at Boston University, findings that yield results will be made.

“Thank you.” 

-30-

